


15-2           Kennedy Valve / Check Valves 

KENNEDY CHECK VALVES

It is generally recommended, that when using Kennedy swing 
check valves, that you locate the valve at least 5 to 10 pipe di-
ameters down stream from any flow disturbance or obstruction 
(valve, pump, elbow, reducer, etc.). Turbulence close to the check 
valve may result in valve "chatter" resulting in premature failure 
of the check valve.

As stated in AWWA C508, "Conditions of water hammer, hydraulic 
pulsation, and excessive operating noise are results of system 
design rather than valve design and are beyond the scope of this 
standard and require special design and construction consider-
ations."
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Note Regarding 14”‐36” Check Valves: 
 
Prior to 2014, Kennedy Valve supplied full‐wall check valves as our standard on 14”‐30” Valves. 
Throughout 2014, we transitioned to the reduced‐wall ductile iron check valves as our new 
standard. Please be aware that this move has changed the flange‐to‐flange lay length in most 
cases. The 36” Check Valve is only available as a reduced‐wall ductile iron valve. Please contact 
our sales staff for further information on these valves or if you are working on a project that has 
specific domestic requirements. Please scroll down for more information on the reduced‐wall 
body check valves. 
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